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Message from Hiroshi Kanzaki, Executive Vice President for International Affairs

Hiroshi Kanzaki, Executive Vice President for International Affairs

| have just taken office as Executive Vice President for
International Affairs, Okayama University. Over 30 years have
passed since | joined the Okayama University faculty in 1987.
While in office as Dean of Faculty of Agriculture for 4 years and
Dean of Graduate School of Environmental and Life Science for
4 years, | came to know many international students and
engaged in various international projects.

In 1959, Okayama University admitted its first students from
overseas—two students from Brazil. Since then, the number of
our international students have increased almost year after
year. As of May this year, we have 685 international students.
Over the past several decades, a large number of international
students have come to study at Okayama University. After
graduation, they have played important roles in their home
countries. They attest to our university’s major progress in the
role of a global university.

Against that background, as part of our university’s reforms
toward globalization, the Okayama University International
Alumni Association (OUIAA) was founded in October 2011. By
the time we held our last general meeting in October 2016, we
had established 50 branches and communication bases in
many parts of the world. The major purpose of OUIAA, in
addition to promoting exchange among its members, is to
help provide Okayama University's information to its alumni
residing in diverse countries. OUIAA also serves to support
global networks through which our international alumni assist

in our university's efforts to gain more international students,
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conduct joint research projects, sign inter-university and inter-
departmental exchange agreements with universities in
different countries, and organize international academic
symposiums. It is my hope that the links between Okayama
University and its international alumni will strengthen even
further in the years ahead. Since | took office in my present
post, | have made the following suggestions to the OUIAA’s
trustees.

(1) We would like to see OUIAA provide substantial
cooperation for Okayama University’s individual faculty
and school’s globalization efforts (admitting international
students, dispatching Japanese students overseas, and
engaging more of our faculty members in international

joint research projects).

(2) While Okayama University is committed to supporting all
branches of OUIAA, we will place greater emphasis on
the branches that extend the above-mentioned

substantial cooperation.

Okayama University hopes to dramatically increase the
number of international students and researchers it admits and
the number of Japanese students and faculty members it
dispatches overseas. To that end, OUIAA’s understanding and
support are vital. We appreciate your continuous cooperation
in support of Okayama University. Thank you.
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Message from OUIAA President Zhang Hong

Zhang Hong President Okayama University International Alumni Association

On behalf of the Okayama University International Alumni
Association, | would like to first express my heartfelt
appreciation to the members of OUIAA branches for their
understanding and cooperation for our activities.

In this coming October, OUIAA will celebrate its 7th
anniversary. Since April this year, Okayama University has been
aggressively promoting and implementing all focus areas of
the university-wide business plan drawn up under the direction
of newly-appointed President Hirofumi Makino.

Looking back on the progress of OUIAA, among other things,
we have worked to increase the number of our branches
(including communication bases) throughout the world to 50,
while actively promoting branch-level activities. Thanks to your
cooperation, we are happy to report that we achieved this goal
by October 2016. Today, we have 52 branches across the world.

In the seven years since the establishment of the Okayama
University Alumni Association, there have been continued

efforts to set up branches throughout all the regions of the
world. We have had our General Assembly each year and
several exchange events, and we produced many newsletters
and other publications. Moreover, in each branch there have
been activities to remember our university. Many people
connected to the university have also made efforts to make
exchanges in education and research. Moreover, there have
been significant and fruitful efforts to recruit top exchange
students from other universities. As the head of the OUIAA, |
am truly grateful and appreciative of all these efforts and
accomplishments.

From now the main objective is to strengthen the activities
of each branch. It is hoped we can strengthen exchange and
contribute to the development of our alma mater through
efforts both big and small.

I would like to close my message by wishing each branch of
OUIAA members’ continued health and success.
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Message from Advisor Toshiro Matsumoto

Graduate school of Humanities and Social Science Professor Toshiro Matsumoto

| am Toshiro Matsumoto of the Graduate School of
Humanities and Social Sciences. | would like to introduce
myself mainly in the context of international exchange.

| teach Eastern Economic History. My primary research
interest is how Japanese colonial policy in Northeast China
from the 1930s to the early 1940s affected the post-war
Chinese economy. Partly for this reason, many international
students in my seminar are from China. | also have students
from Taiwan, South Korea, and Russia.

In addition to such university-wide initiatives as EPOK and
Campus Asia, the Faculty of Economics has enhanced
education and research exchanges with the School of
Economics, Central University of Finance and Economics
(Beijing, China), and the College of Business Administration,
Kangwon National University (Chuncheon, South Korea). | have
also been engaged in these exchange activities. While in office
as Dean of the Faculty of Economics (6 years), in particular, |
was lucky to visit these universities a number of times and
welcome faculty members and students from the two
universities, thereby making many friends.

| myself have had several opportunities to live and study
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overseas. Aside from short trips for attending academic
conferences or collecting reference materials, | taught and
studied at Manchester Metropolitan University for one year
from October 1996 and at California State University, East Bay,
for 10 months from April 2007. | still correspond with
researchers and neighbors who extended warm helping hands
while | was in the UK. and the U.S. They are valuable assets of
my life. | also had a chance to receive language training for
about one month in Changchun (July-August 1982) and Seoul
(August 1992), during which | enjoyed friendship extended by
many people. Despite all these international experiences, | had
no chance to study overseas while | was a student. In this
respect, | really envy the members of OUIAA. It is my sincere
hope to see many more international students study at
Okayama University and more Japanese students of Okayama
University study abroad. Closer ties among OUIAA members
will inspire the students who follow their footsteps, leading to
an increase in the number of prospective international
students. | am also eager to do my part in these efforts. | will
appreciate your continued support and cooperation.
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Report on Super Global Homecoming Day 2016

On October 22, 2016, we celebrated the Super Global
Homecoming Day 2016. Year 2016 was a memorable year for
Okayama University International Alumni Association in that
we achieved our goal of establishing 50 branches of OUIAA.
During the event, representatives of the 50 branches reported
their activities. The participating countries included China,
Taiwan, South Korea, Vietnam, Thailand, Myanmar, Indonesia,
Malaysia, Pakistan, Bangladesh, Mongolia, Cambodia, Laos,
Egypt, the US,, the U.K,, Germany, Chile, Kenya, Turkey, and
Ghana. The ceremony was held in grand style with the
participation of many guests from inside and outside Okayama
University, particularly House of Representative member Ichiro
Aisawa and a number of other distinguished guests.

In the morning session of the homecoming day, from 11:00,
we had the honor of holding a commemorative lecture by Tri
Mumpuni, a social entrepreneur from Indonesia and an
awardee of the Ramon Magsaysay Award, known as Asia’s
equivalent of the Nobel Prize, under the title of “Social
Innovation and Global Leadership for Promoting an Inclusive
Society.” In the afternoon session, we held the OUIAA general
meeting from 14:00. During the meeting, several motions were
passed concerning such topics as the appointment of
additional advisors and trustees, the partial revision of the
OUIAA rules, and making the tenure of new trustees 3 years.
From 15:00, an international symposium titled “Cooperation
between Okayama University and OUIAA’s 50 Branches” was

held with the participation of deans of the faculties and

Excerpts by Zhang Hong
graduate schools as well as representatives from all 50
branches and communication bases. During the symposium,
we enjoyed presentations by the representatives from the
Beijing Branch, the Changchun Branch, and the East China
Branch with respect to their activities to strengthen
cooperation with Okayama University. Also, from the University,
we had a presentation on international cooperation given by
the representatives of the Graduate School of Environmental
and Life Science and the Medical School.

From 18:00, a banquet for international exchange took place
in Hotel Granvia Okayama, during which (then) President
Morita performed a Chinese traditional mask dance “Bian lian.”
Some alumni also warmed up the party with their special
performances.

All'in all, we were happy to share very valuable moments
with the participants. In the years ahead, OUIAA will continue
enhancing exchange with Okayama University’s former
international students, current students, and faculty and staff
members through our general meetings and get-togethers,
thereby further strengthening Okayama University’'s overseas
networks and contributing to its substantial development.

| would appreciate OUIAA branches’ continued cooperation

toward these goals.
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The 6th OUIAA General Assembly

Masumi Oka Inspector Okayama University International Alumni Association

The 6th OUIAA General Meeting was held on October 22,
2016. There were three agendas which have been deliberated.
Agenda #1: Addition to Advisor and Executive Members
Dr. Kiyoshi Morita, President of Okayama University, was
installed as a supreme advisor.
In order to strengthen the executive board, the following
members were added.
Vice-chairpersons: Mr. Prichard, Mr. Na, Mr. Zhi and Ms. Yun
Auditor: Ms. Meng (cf. the table of executives on the
newsletter, Vol. 11)
Ms. Yun also acts as a secretary. The period of these new
executives will expire at the end of next March.
Agenda #2: Partial Revision of the Rules
We discussed the revising points of the Rules of OUIAA
according to the distributed material. There were three
important revisions, and three new articles were added. That is,
articles 7, 14, and 15. There were also several minor parts where

expressions were revised.

Agenda #3: Selection of New Executive Members

According to the Rules, the period of the present executives
is to expire at the end of next March. Therefore, the executives'
meeting was held on 5th of October, and reached a consensus
on the following three points.

1. All the present executives are the candidates for the
new executives.

2. Then, the present chairperson, Prof. Zhang Hong was
elected as a candidate for the new chairperson by
mutual vote from among the executives.

3. Prof. Oka, an advisor for this association, makes a
suggestion about the above consensus and have an
approval in the general meeting.

The above three agendas were discussed and approved with

applause.
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Establishment of South Egypt Branch

On February 18,2017, at South Valley University, Qena, Egypt,
Egyptian former students of Okayama University organized a
meeting to establish the South Egypt Branch of Okayama
University International Alumni Association.

Also in attendance were Prof. Abass Manssour, President of
South Valley University; Prof. Kiyoshi Morita, President of
Okayama University; Prof. Mahmoud Khodary, Vice President of
South Valley University; Prof. Zhang Hong, President of
Okayama University International Alumni Association; Prof.
Gamal Tag Abdel-Jaber, Director of the Egypt Branch of
Okayama University International Alumni Association & the
Dean of the Faculty of Engineering, South Valley University;
Prof. Tomita, Dean of the Faculty of Engineering, Okayama
University; and many deans and professors of South Valley
University faculties.

More than 45 Egyptian university staff and alumni from
different parts of Egypt joined the program. Most were
professors from various Egyptian universities and research
centers, as well as a number of businesspeople.

Opening address and introduction of guests (Dr. Hany Atalla)

Greeting addresses were then given by the Director of the
Egypt Branch of Okayama University International Alumni
Association, the Dean of the Faculty of Engineering, South
Valley University, the President of Okayama University
International Alumni Association, and the President of
Okayama University to all those in attendance, in particular
Prof. Abass Mansour, President of South Valley University, Prof.
Mahmoud Khodary, Vice President of South Valley University,
and Mr. Kajawa, Director of Information and Culture Science,
Embassy of Japan in Cairo.

Congratulatory speeches were given by Mr. Kajawa, Director
of Information and Culture Science, Embassy of Japan in Cairo,
Prof. Mahmoud Khodary, Vice President of South Valley
University, and Prof. Abass Mansour, President of South Valley
University, to the President of Okayama University, the Director
of the Egypt Branch of Okayama University International
Alumni Association, and all Egypt Branch members.

In his speech, the Director of the Egypt Branch of Okayama
University International Alumni Association greeted all those in
attendance, in particular the President of South Valley

University, the Vice President of South Valley University, the

Director of Egypt Branch Gamal Tag Abdel-Jaber

deans of South Valley University faculties, and members of the
Alumni Association. He also discussed the importance of the
South Egypt Branch as a vital link between Okayama University
and Egyptian alumni students, and as a liaison between
Okayama University and all universities in southern Egypt.

Prof. Zhang Hong, President of Okayama University
International Alumni Association also gave a greeting address
to Prof. Abass Mansour, President of South Valley University
and all members of the university in attendance, the Director of
the Egypt Branch, all members of the South Egypt Branch, and
all participants. She also talked about the President of Okayama
University and his interest in the Egypt Branch and the South
Egypt Branch, as well as the support given to the South Egypt
Branch and cooperation between Okayama University
International Alumni Association and South Valley University.

Prof. Kiyoshi Morita, President of Okayama University, gave a
greeting address to Prof. Abass Mansour, President of South
Valley University and all members of the university in
attendance, the Director of the Egypt Branch, all Egypt Branch
members, and all participants. He also talked about the history
of Okayama University International Alumni Association and his
views and future plans regarding the association, and how he
had striven to realize Branch No. 51, namely, the South Egypt
Branch. He also discussed cooperation between Okayama
University and Egyptian universities, in particular South Valley
University.

Mr. Kajawa, Director of Information and Culture Science,
Embassy of Japan in Cairo gave a congratulatory speech to the
President of Okayama University, the President of Okayama
University International Alumni Association, the Director of the
Egypt Branch, and all Egypt Branch members.

He expressed his hope for mutually beneficial cooperation
between South Valley University and the Japanese Embassy,
and also discussed scholarships awarded by the Japanese
government to Egyptian students.

Prof. Mahmoud Khodary, Vice President of South Valley
University, gave a congratulatory speech to the President of
Okayama University, the President of Okayama University
International Alumni Association, the Director of the Egypt
Branch, and all Egypt Branch members.

He also discussed the historical relationship between Egypt

OUIAA
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and Japan, and gave statistical analysis of South Valley
University researchers studying at Japanese universities.

Prof. Abass Mansour, President of South Valley University,
gave a congratulatory speech to the President of Okayama
University, the President of Okayama University International
Alumni Association, the Director of the Egypt Branch, and all
Egypt Branch members.

Prof. Mansour talked about cooperation between South
Valley University and Japanese universities in different fields, in
particular between South Valley University and Okayama
University, and expressed his hope for the growth of this
cooperation, particularly following the establishment of the
South Egypt Branch of Okayama University International
Alumni Association.

Finally, Prof. Abbas Mansour, President of South Valley

University, presented a South Valley University Shield to Prof.
Kiyoshi Morita, President of Okayama University, while Prof.
Morita, presented a South Egypt Branch Shield to Prof.
Mansour. Also, Prof. Gamal Tag Abdel-Jaber, Director of the
Egypt Branch, presented a South Egypt Branch Shield to Prof.
Mahmoud Khodary, Vice President of South Valley University,
and Prof. Mohamed Oraby, a representative of the South Egypt
Branch, presented a South Egypt Branch Shield to Mr. Kajawa,
Director of Information and Culture Science, Embassy of Japan
in Cairo. Finally, Prof. Zhang Hong, President of Okayama
University International Alumni Association, presented a
branch establishment certificate to Egypt Branch Director Prof.
Gamal Tag Abdel-Jaber.

The Program ended with considerable promise and hope for

the branch in the future!

OUIAA
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Zhi Hongtao Vice President Okayama University International Alumni Association

On March 25,2017, OUIAA's first title bestowment ceremony
for special ambassadors took place in Shanghai. In Da Dong
Restaurant, in the presence of President Morita, special
ambassador title plaques were given to both Mr. Li Cheng
Long and Mr. Wang Qu. The two newly appointed special
ambassadors are graduates of Kibi International University,
Okayama. While they belong to the alumni association of Kibi
International University, they are also members of Okayama
University International Alumni Association. After graduation
from university, they started businesses in Shanghai and have
attained great success. Today, they have built strong social
status in Shanghai and engage in economic activities.

Graduates of a university based in Okayama, Mr. Li and Mr.
Wang have affection not only for their alma mater Kibi
International University but also for Okayama University. They
hosted a joint alumni reunion for the two universities in
Shanghai, helped establish Okayama University Office in
Shanghai, and have cooperated in activities of the OUIAA
Shanghai Branch. In the hope that they will continue their

contribution to the development of Okayama University
through Okayama University’s Shanghai Office and the OUIAA
Shanghai Branch in the years to come, we decided to bestow
on them the title of Special Ambassador, Center for Global
Partnerships and Education, Okayama University.

The ceremony was attended by President Kiyoshi Morita of
Okayama University, President Zhang Hong of Okayama
University International Alumni Association, as well as the title
awardees’ friend President Yu Buwei of Shanghai Jiao Tong
University Ruijin Hospital. In the presence of their spouses, Mr.
Li and Mr. Wang were each solemnly presented a title plaque
by President Morita, who gave his words of appreciation and
expressed his wish for their continued support for Okayama
University. In response, the two special ambassadors expressed
their appreciation for the bestowal of the title and their
commitment to enhancing their activities. After the ceremony
ended in a cordial atmosphere, a dinner party followed, in
which all participants enjoyed a beautiful evening in Shanghai.

OUIAA
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Appreciation to Dr. Kiyoshi Morita, former President of Okayama

University

On March 29, 2017, Korean alumni of Okayama University
gathered in a corner of Seoul, South Korea. The purpose of the
gathering was to express their appreciation to Dr. Morita, who
was about to resign as President of Okayama University in
March this year, for his contribution to establishing and
promoting networks of Okayama University international
alumni. Some volunteer members of the OUIAA Korean Branch
prepared a plaque of appreciation and a commemorative gift
and organized the presentation ceremony.

(Excerpts by Kim Hye-Sook)

The ceremony was attended by such members from OUIAA
Korea Seoul and Busan Branches as Ann Yunsook (Professor,
Hansung University), Yang Song Ju (Vice President, TNT
Research Co., Ltd.), Lee Myong Seob (Professor, Youngdong
University) and, from Okayama University, Kim Hye-Sook
(Associate Professor, Faculty of Pharmaceutical Sciences; Vice
President of OUIAA) and Yuji Kurosaki (Professor, Faculty of

OUIAA

From OUIAA Korea Branch Members

Pharmaceutical Sciences). We had cordial conversations about
diverse topics from good old student days in Okayama to
various future opportunities for using alumni networks in the
future.

(HEEE (Erod. HFERNFR. BB RD

Photo3 Group Photo (From left: Kim Hye-Sook, Dr. Kiyoshi Morita(former
President of Okayama University), Yuji Kurosaki, Zhang Hong)
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