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Message from the Chairperson

Zhang Hong, Chairperson of Okayama University International Alumni Association

Greetings to Okayama University Alumni around the
world! I hope this Newsletter finds you well as we bid farewell
to the scorching hot summer of 2016 and the Olympic Games
to usher in signs of fall.

This summer proved memorable for Okayama University
International Alumni Association (OUIAA) as well. As you may
already know from our Facebook, website and Newsletter
posts to date, OUIAA has opened four new branches or Post/
liaison points in Poland (established in April), London (August),
Ghana, and Chile this academic year (see details below),
reaching the target of 50 branches set at the time of its

inauguration. | wish to thank Okayama University President

REZFERMIGZARRIIICDOWNT

Kiyoshi Morita, Okayama University staff and faculty members,
and local OUIAA members for their understanding and untiring
work, which have made the expansion of our global network
possible.

To celebrate our progress to date, this year's OUIAA
General Assembly (Homecoming Day), scheduled on October
22,2016, will be something of an OUIAA Olympics, bringing
together representatives from our overseas branches. | am
greatly looking forward to this event and would like to urge
OUIAA members to stay posted on what our branch
representatives have to say on Homecoming Day about their
current activities and future plans.
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Establishment of OUIAA Huadong (East China) Branch

A grand ceremony marking the establishment of OUIAA
Huadong (East China) Branch was held on the morning of June
28, 2015 at the Courtyard Hangzhou Qianjiang Hotel in the
picturesque city of Hangzhou, China, attended by nearly 50
alumni and guests from Shanghai, Zhejiang, Jiangsu,
Shandong, Jiangxi and Hebei, as well as from the alma mater,
Okayama University. The event was honored by the attendance
also of guests and faculty members from Zhejiang University,
Zhejiang University of Technology, and Nanchang University,
who witnessed the official inauguration of the alumni
association.

Local OUIAA members were extremely pleased to share
the celebration with the delegation of six that had traveled all
the way from Okayama to deliver congratulatory messages.
The six were: Okayama University President Kiyoshi Morita;
Okayama University Alumni Association Director, OUIAA
Chairperson and Okayama University Faculty of Law and
Graduate School of Humanities and Social Sciences Professor
Zhang Hong; Graduate School of Medicine, Dentistry and
Pharmaceutical Sciences Professor Masahiro Nishibori; Faculty
of Medicine, Department of Anesthesiology and Resuscitology
faculty member Kentaro Sugimoto; Okayama University Center
for Global Partnerships and Education Vice-Director Kazuo
Anazawa; and Okayama University Public Relations Officer
Masahiko Ogame.

The ceremony was presided over by He Feifang, associate
professor at Sir Run Shaw Hospital Regional Anesthesia and
Pain Medicine Center, Zhejiang University School of Medicine.
Speeches were delivered by Okayama-U President Kiyoshi
Morita; OUIAA Chairperson Zhang Hong; Prof. Chen Zhong,
Zhejiang University School of Medicine; Prof. Wang Xu,
Zhejiang University of Technology College of Chemical
Engineering and Materials Science; Prof. Shao Jianghua, The
Second Affiliated Hospital, Nanchang University; Prof. Wei
Youyuan, Tongji University School of Foreign Languages, who
is chairperson of the OUIAA Shanghai Branch; and Sun Hui Esq.,

He Feifang, Director of East China branch

who is a lawyer and representative of the OUIAA Huadong
Branch. On behalf of Okayama University, Prof Morita delivered
a congratulatory message in which he expressed his hope that
alumni will cherish the time spent studying at their alma mater,
and contribute to a wonderful future in partnership with the
university. On behalf of OUIAA, its chairperson Prof. Zhang
announced the appointment of He Feifang as chair of the
Huadong Branch, and Messrs. Xiao Fan and Li Jie as vice-chairs.

At the luncheon, local OUIAA members shared their
experiences of studying at Okayama University, and enjoyed
friendly conversation. Establishing an OUIAA branch was a
longstanding wish of the OUIAA members, who hope the
branch will become a place of active exchange between
Okayama-U alumni living in and around China’s Huadong
region, and help strengthen and promote the exchange and
cooperation between Okayama-U and its alumni, and between
alumni of different branches. Local alumni are looking forward
to working with Okayama-U to increase the membership of the
alumni association, and build stronger bonds for the future.

Following the ceremony, the Okayama-U delegation led
by Prof. Morita paid a courtesy visit to Zhejiang University of
Technology, meeting its heads, including its vice-president

Prof. Xiao Gang. Prof. Xiao delivered words of congratulations
for the establishment of the OUIAA Huadong Branch, and
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welcomed the Okayama-U delegation. The two universities
already have a strong academic partnership and faculty and
student exchange agreement, but opinions were nevertheless
actively exchanged pertaining to greater cooperation and
development in the areas of educational and scientific
research, and personnel training.

12 FLRERGIRS

Prof. Morita expressed his gratitude for the warm welcome
extended by Zhejiang University of Technology, and his hopes
for promoting even further cooperation and exchange
between the two institutions.
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Establishment of OUIAA India Post/Liaison Point

OUIAA's post/liaison point in India was established on
December 17, 2015, when Associate Professor Daisuke
Imamura received the university's official certificate of approval
from university President Kiyoshi Morita, who was visiting
Okayama University’s Collaborative Research Center for
Infectious Diseases in Kolkata, India for the purpose of
promoting research in infectious disease control.

On the same day, Prof. Morita, along with Okayama
University Hospital Director Hirofumi Makino and others, met

and talked with Indian students who had visited Okayama-U in

Yoshikazu Yamamoto

September as part of their national government’s exchange
program. Active exchanges took place pertaining to many
topics, including Japanese cultural traditions and customs the
students found surprising, the advanced level of Okayama-U's
research, research collaboration with India, and hopes for

greater study abroad opportunities.

The meeting delighted the Indian students by providing
an unexpected reunion with Prof. Morita, and an opportunity
for voicing feedback regarding the exchange program.
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Establishment of Poland Branch

The ceremony of establishment of the 47" Branch of
Okayama University International Alumni Association (OUIAA)
in Poland was held on April 9, 2016 in Warsaw. The event was
honored by the participation of Prof. Kiyoshi Morita, the
President of Okayama University, Dr. Nanhou Hou, the
University's Vice-president, Dr. Hong Zhang, Chairwoman of
OUIAA, and Prof. Masahiro Taguchi the University's Lecturer.

The meeting was an occasion for alumni from different
regions of Poland regions to gather for the first time. Olsztyn
was the most numerously represented city with its Polish
Academy of and Pathology Department. Altogether, almost 20
people attended the inauguration ceremony.

After the opening speeches by President Morita and
Chairwoman Zhang, the official part of the Branch
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Anna Dzienis, Director of Poland branch

establishment followed, during which Dr. Anna Dzienis was
appointed the Chairwoman of the OUIAA Polish Branch. Long-
time Senior Lecturer at the University of Warsaw's Japanese
Studies, Tsuneo Okazaki, accepted the invitation to become a
Special Advisor to the Branch.

After the toast delivered by the Vice-president Hou, all
attendees enjoyed themselves during the informal, networking
part of that evening. All OUIAA Polish Branch members hope
that the newly established association will soon grow in
numbers and begin lively activities, becoming a valuable
platform for interaction between people, from Poland and
other branches, to this moment linked only by their common
Okayama University history and experience.

OUIAA
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Ghana Establishes Okayama University International Alumni Association Branch
Akudago, Jhon Apambilla, Vice Director of Ghana branch

On August 5, 2016, past students of Okayama University
from Ghana and some invited guests held an inaugural
ceremony to officially establish the Ghana Branch of Okayama
University International Alumni Association (OUIAA) . Present
at the ceremony were 20 attendees with nearly half being
Okayama University alumni from Ghana, three (3) officials
from Okayama University, Vice Chancellor (VC) of the
University of Ghana, Legon and a representative each from
Japan International Corporation Agency (JICA) , Ghana, the
Scholarship Secretariat, Ghana and the Secretary of the Ghana
Alumni of Japanese Universities.

In addressing the gathering, Professor Ebenezer Oduro
Owusu, the VC of University of Ghana, who is also a Japanese
trained scholar, welcomed the attendees to the ceremony and
expressed the desire and hope for stronger collaboration
between Japanese Universities and their Alumni. He
mentioned that lack of stronger bonds between Japanese
trained and their former universities has compelled many
alumni to look elsewhere such as China, Germany, USA, etc. for
collaborations, which eventually downplays the benefit
Japanese Universities could have derived from their former
students. He therefore hoped the establishment of the OUIAA,
Ghana Branch would foster more collaborations especially
between Okayama University and the University of Ghana in
the areas of research, exchange of knowledge, culture and
other fields.

On his part, the President of Okayama University, Professor
Morita Kiyoshi hoped that the establishment of the Okayama
University Alumni Association would help attract alumni to
contribute to the development of the university and its long
term strategy of attracting more international students and
collaborations. The Chairperson of the OUIAA, Professor Zhang
Hong mentioned that there were 50 alumni branches targeted
to be opened by the end of the year and Ghana’s Branch was
the 48" in the world and the first in West Africa. Professor Hong
was glad that the opening of the Ghana Branch would lead to
a better collaboration between Okayama University and
universities that alumni are serving as well as build better
Japan-Alumni’s country friendships.

Mr. Joseph Essah, a representative of the Scholarships
Secretariat of Ghana, expressed gratitude to Japan for offering
scholarships to Ghanaian students to study in Japan. He further
mentioned that 35 students had been shortlisted and
recommended to the Japanese government for the
Monbukagakusho (MEXT) scholarships to pursue various
academic and research trainings in universities and technical
colleges in Japan. Reiterating Mr. Essah’s gratitude, the Interim
President of OUIAA, Ghana Branch, Dr. Stephen Abenney-
Mickson, also thanked the Japanese government and its
people for global human resource development initiatives
which are implemented through various fellowships and
scholarships offered to students from Ghana and other parts of
the world to study in Japan. Alumni of Japanese Universities,
including Ghanaians, who benefitted from such opportunities,
have contributed immensely to the socio-economic
development of their home countries. Despite the positive
impact Okayama University Alumni have had on the society of
Ghana, there are still lack of trained professionals in the fields of
Medicine, Business and Law from the university. He, therefore,
called on the President of Okayama University and the
Chairperson of the Alumni Association to make scholarships
available to Ghanaian students to study in their Medical, Law

and Business Schools.

Following these official addresses were optional speeches
from alumni who shared their experiences in Japan and after
returning home. While some alumni expressed joy in still
relating nicely with their former professors, others indicated
that they hardly got response when they sent emails or made
contacts to their former professors. Dr. Akudago observed that
many former Professors were on retirement and alumni no
longer had any strong bond in Okayama University. Therefore,
he called for the Graduate School or Laboratories to pass on
names of former students to incoming professors to monitor

the progress of the former students.

In conclusion, the ceremony was a success, and we would
like to express our profound gratitude to the President of
Okayama University and his team, Vice Chancellor of University
of Ghana and all other invited guests for gracing the occasion

OUIAA
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with their presence. We are also grateful to all alumni for your
individual and collective efforts for making the Ghana Branch
of the OUIAA a reality. Our special thanks go to all Dr. Larry Pax
Chegbeleh, Dr. Patrick Sakyi, Prof. Samuel Dampare, Prof. Daniel
Asiedu, Prof. Robert Adaboh, Dr. Stephen Abenney-Mickson
and Dr. John Akudago for going the extra mile to have the
Branch inaugurated. The Ghana Branch also acknowledges

with many thanks the various roles played by Ms. Keiko Hirai of
the International Office of Okayama University, Professors
Tsugio Shibata and Makoto Nishigaki (both retired Professors
of Okayama University) in the establishment of the Ghana
Branch of the Okayama University International Alumni
Association (OUIAA) .
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Update on the Establishment of OUIAA London Post/Liaison Point

Okayama University gave its official approval for the
establishment of an OUIAA London Post/Liaison Point in a
ceremony held on August 9, 2016 at a conference room inside
the Royal Exchange, London. Seven people attended from
Okayama University, including university President Kiyoshi
Morita and OUIAA Chairperson Zhang Hong. London became
OUIAA’s 49th branch & post/liaison point.

There have been moves to establish an OUIAA post/liaison
point in London since two years ago when, on October 22,
2014, a lecture on UK-Japan exchange in the fields of medicine
and welfare was held at Okayama University School of
Medicine’s Junko Fukutake Hall, attended by Okayama-U
President Kiyoshi Morita, British Consul-General in Osaka
Michael Shearer, and Japan Green Medical Center Managing
Director Junji Genko. Okayama University’s London Office
happens to be on the premises of Japan Green Medical Center,
where | (1975 School of Medicine graduate) was appointed

Senior Managing Director. The establishment of the OIAAA

Nobuyuki Kodani

post/liaison point coincided with my appointment, and was
made possible by the encouragement and support of Prof.
Morita.

There are currently around 60,000 Japanese nationals
living in London and elsewhere in the UK either on a
permanent or long-term basis. The main function of the OUIAA
post/liaison point will be to facilitate information exchange
and networking, and host events for Okayama-U alumni living
or studying in the UK. It will also work in close partnership with
OUIAA headquarters, and hopefully provide medical support
for OUIAA members. Interaction with OUIAA members in
Germany, France, Italy and other EU countries is also on its

agenda.

As of now | am the sole member of the London Post/
Liaison Point. My target for the time being is to grow this into a
branch of about 20 members, and | look forward to your
support and cooperation in this regard.

OUIAA
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Establishment of Chile Branch

The inaugural ceremony for the establishment of Okayama
University International Alumni Association (OUIAA) Chile
Branch was held at University Finis Terrae in Santiago on
August 12, 2016.

The ceremony was attended by the Japanese Ambassador
in Chile, Mr. Naoto Nikai, the Cultural Attaché of the Japanese
Embassy, Ms. Emiko Yamaguchi, the President of Okayama
University, Mr. Kiyoshi Morita, the President of Finis Terrae
University, Mr. Cristian Nazer, the Director of International
Relations ,the President of OUIAA, the Dean of Faculty of
Dentistry (Okayama and Finis Terrae University) , Deans from
other Faculties, the JICA representative for Chile , the President
of the Chile Dental Association, the Chairman of OUIAA Chile
Branch along with students

During the ceremony, Mr. Kiyoshi Morita, President of
Okayama University (OU) , said that one of the main purposes
of the OU is to globalize the Institution so they are doing many
agreements with different Universities around the world. In this
occasion, Chile, is the number 50 in the world and the second
country in Latin America.

The Ambassador pointed out that the establishment of a
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Luis Felipe Benjamin, Director of Chile branch

branch in Chile was a very good opportunity to strengthen the
bonds of friendship between the two countries.

In his speeches both the President and the Director of
International Relations of the University Finis Ferrae
highlighted the relevance of the agreement because it
facilitates the exchange of knowledge and experiences
between the two institutions.

Finally, the Chairman of OUIAA Chile Branch dr. Luis Felipe
Jimenez said the establishment of the branch in Chile is of
special significance in the relations between Chile and Japan,
soon will be 120 years, since through education and
knowledge of cultures relations of friendship and cooperation
are founded.

A power point presentation showing different pictures of
Japanese students life in Chile and Chilean students life in
Okayama were projected at the end of the ceremony.

The establishment ceremony was closed after having a
group photo as a witness of this meaningful occasion. Then, all
the participants in the ceremony were invited to a cocktail in
the roof patio of the University.
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2016 annual meeting of OUIAA in China takes place successfully in Changchun

The 2016 annual meeting of OUIAA in China was held on
July 9, 2016 at the Redbuds Hotel in Changchun. The grand
event was attended by 36 people, including members of the
OUIAA Changchun Branch, Beijing Branch Director Wang Zhao,
Dalian Branch Director Zhang Nan, and Huazhong-Luoyang
Branch Vice-Director Han Jianhai. The participants

Song Hegun

strengthened their mutual friendships and shared thoughts
about the future.

A delegation from Okayama University also attended the
meeting. Led by Okayama-U President Kiyoshi Morita, the
delegation included Okayama University Hospital Director
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Hirofumi Makino; Graduate School of Medicine, Dentistry and
Pharmaceutical Sciences Dean Yasutomo Nasu; Center for
Global Partnerships and Education Vice-Director Satoshi
Hirohata; OUIAA Chairperson Zhang Hong; and Graduate
School of Medicine, Dentistry and Pharmaceutical Sciences
instructor Motoo Araki. Also attending the meeting were the
2010 Nobel Laureate Ei-ichi Negishi, who is emeritus professor
at Okayama University and Purdue University, and Yasushi
Nishihara, professor at Okayama University Research Institute
for Interdisciplinary Science and assistant to the university

president.

The meeting opened with a welcome speech by OUIAA
Changchun Branch Director Prof. Guo Yanping on behalf of
OUIAA members across China. On behalf of Okayama
University, Prof. Morita expressed his appreciation and
gratitude for the cooperation and exchange between
international alumni, and for the growth of the alumni network.
OUIAA Chairperson Prof. Zhang provided an overview of the
establishment and subsequent growth of OUIAA, highlighting
in particular the progress of the university's globalization
efforts, and establishment of overseas alumni associations by
former students from abroad in the five years since Prof. Morita

assumed the leadership. It was brought to our attention that in
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August 2016, OUIAA will reach its goal of establishing 50
branches & post/liaison points around the world. She also
urged alumni to join forces and support their alma mater in its
efforts to fulfill its internationalization goals.

Nobel Laureate and Okayama University Emeritus
Professor Ei-ichi Negishi offered words of encouragement to
alumni. The OUIAA branches and 2016 annual meeting also
received words of congratulations from other attending guests.
The meeting closed with all participants singing Furusato (My
Country Home) in chorus, conducted by Prof. Negishi.

Inquiries about this article : Okayama University Changchun
Office (Phone 15543288200)
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